Gamete donation from couple to couple in the new French law.
In practice, the partners or spouses of gamete donors are frequently asked permission for the donation. The new French law on bioethics of 29 July 1994 requires that: a) the donor should be one of a couple that has already procreated and b) the written consent of the partner or spouse is obtained. These conditions lead not only to several practical problems in the organisation of donor insemination but also reject a large part of the potential donor population. The two basic qualities demanded of the donors, e.g., paternity and stable relationship, are analyzed. It is proposed that only fatherhood should serve as an exclusionary criterion for sperm donation. The donor need not be a part of a couple at the moment of the donation but if he has a partner at that time her opinion should be heard.